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Our educational visit to Italy began at 9.30 a.m. on June 7th., when a
party of thirty seven boys and three masters left Didcot and travelled by
coach to Victoria station. There we were greeted by Mr Robinson, come to
see us safely on our way -and look at the engine- and by the Swiss Travel

Service courier.
As we filed on to the, "Cote D'Azur," one young member of the party
who had just got his first glimpse of the sea remarked, "They've got a

swimming pooll" The crossing was good and even the bad sailors felt no

discomfort. Everything was going according to plan, except for the bag
left on the train but retrieved just in time by Mr Showell, and the loss

of Pratley's landing ticket. The 24 hour strike on the French railways

had passed and all was normal, e.g. the invasion by fighting figures in

bright blue calling, "Porteur!"
The journey through France was interesting because of its familiarity
as much as its novelty, fields and crops looking like those we had left

behind in England. There were other similarities as one of the more

philosophic of the pupils pointed out: "There's one thing about these

French trains......eeee......They're like the English trains." Another

boy was impressed with a sudden French mountain, until someone told him

that it was a slag heap. The trip was already proving truly educational.

The boys were quick to make friends on the train; the presence of a
mixed school in the next compartment may have had something to do with it.
Sleeping, with eight in a carriage, was fitful, and we arrived at 4.30 a.m,

in Basle somewhat jaded. After an hour's wait we were able to have some
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coffee, chnge money and buy presents. O'Brien sald a sorrowful farewsll
to his girl friend, and then a bumptious official herded us into the train
bound for Milan.

From now on Qé had wonderful scenery to gaze at, culminating in the snow
clad peaks of the Swiss Alps. The courler, who said he couldn't sleep on
trains and never tired of the splendid views, now slept easlly as we passa
the most magnificent peaks, his head bobbing and rolling like a marionette's

and his mouth agape, grotesque as a cod on the fishmonger's slab.

The last stage of the journey, from Bologna to Rimini, was the least en-
joyable as it rained and two of our carriages leaked. But things brighten-
ed up as we transferred ourselves and luggage to a, "Smashing” sixty-seater
coach which took us to our hotel in Cattolica. Ve received a great welcome,
the female staff running out and seizing our luggage, then conveying it and
us to our rooms at speed; spotless rooms with modern furnishings, balconies
and, for the lucky ones, showers. After a good meal and a stroll round the
town, we retired for a much needed sleep.

Our first full day in Cattolica was taken up with exploring the town,
shopping, swimming and trying to obey the advice to avoid sunbathing between
ITa.m. and 3p.m. Besides the sun there was the atmosphere of an Italian
Riviera resort to absorb: new buildings, some white, some in colour, with
shutters and balconies and attractive tiles; tree lined streets shared by
scooters, horse cabs and pedestrians; cafes, with thelr outside tables

occupled until the early hours of the morning; and the shops spilling on to
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CATTOLICA:

very pretty resort on the sun-drenched Adriatic Coast

! Italy. Smaller than its more fashionable neighbours
X Ricecione and Rimini, it has nevertheless equally as nice
Y\ yeach composed of fine golden sand. The beach slopes

tly to the sea so that bathing is very safe. All the
rements of the younger generation are to be found
Outdoor sports such as tennis, horse-riding
ng, motor-boats and pedalos can all be enjoyed
2 less energetic there are concert halls, cinemas and

ca is ideally situated for excursions to the world-
nous cities of Florence and Venice. Florence of course,
art centre of the world and the excursion will include
visit to Palazzo Pitti to see not only the fabulous collec-

n of priceless paintings by renowned artists, Van Gogh
brandt, Raphael, Canaletto and many others, but also
nteresting treasures of the Palazzo itself. A sight-

ur on the Grand Canal is a feature of the excursion
—the city built on the sea. And you will see the
St. Mark's Cathedral and the thousands of tame
flocking in its square. iIs is a never-to-be-
sion to an amazing c
irsions are available to Perugia and Assisi, the
ient state of San Marino, Ravenna and so on

-

ACCOMMODATION:
The oup Il stay in a modern hotel-pension quietly situated
sea. A 1d cold running water
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the pavement and seeming just as reluctant to close. There are so many

shops selling sandals, baskets, straw hats, trinkets and wine that you

wonder how they all manage to make a living.

Saturdey is the best day for the market, and loaded with pocket money

the boys set about the business of haggling for jewel caskets and cunning-

ly wrought gondolas. At lunch time experiences were exchanged according

to the formula: "How much did you knock him down?" Late at night and

early in the morning the strains of Santa Lucia from musical boxes sur-
mounted by pirouetting ladies were audible on the top floors of the hotel.

In a corner of the market a little man squatted by his box of Venetian

vases, breaking down sales resistance by banging them on a board. The

glass ware did not break, of course, but it was a good spectacle, a2 de-

lighted grin spreading over his wizened face at every whack. He readily

gave us a command performance for the sake of Mr Freeborn's cine camera.
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TENICE

We rose at 5 a.m., and after the ususzl continental-type treakfagt left
for Venice by coach. The route lay along the National coastal road, one
of the maln Italian highways, but not up to our ¥I standard. “e passed
the old home of Mussolini and his military school, botn derelic:, and
soon were crossing the ditch-like Rubicon in the august company of Julius
Caesar: the cozch behind us was named after that f2mous Roman general.

At Cesenatico there is a basilica which was built in 50C A.3. and then
stood above the town. The latter sank beneath tae sand and w2s replaced
by the present town, which is on the same level 2s the o0ld btasilica.

We were now in the orchard country that surrounds the vital river Po.
In Cattolica we had already sampled some of the cherries and strarsberries,
and peaches and apricots were also on sale. Although the sun was strong,
the morning was still young and the boys somnolent. Cur charming nostess
remarked how quiet they were.

While Ferrara can boast a fine Renaissance castle, Rovigo caps this
with two Roman watch towers, leaning but intact. Padua has its basilica;
some of us noticed the candles severzl feet long which were on sale out-
side; the attention of others was taken by a streamer trailing from an
aeroplane overhead, and one or two got excited over a fair.

Through Mestre, a lonely industrial town, over MNussolini's three-mile
bridge, and we were in Venice: "The Queen of the Adriatic," a fairyland

city built on II9 small islands so little above sea level that the,"Serene

T
- e

&Y a .







Fepublic" is doomed to inevitable, if serene, submergence.

We travelled along the Grand Canal in 2 motor bozt, landed by the Rialto
bridge and walked to St Mark's Square. e ate our packed lunch of chicken,
hard boiled eggs, rolls and fruit. Refreshed, we followed our guide round
the Doge's Palace, admiring the unique architecture compounded of 3yzantin e,
Gothic, Classical and Moorish elements, and passed on to huge rooms (you
could have run a cricket school in some of them) lavishly decorzted from
floor to ceiling by Titian, Veronese and Tintoretto. The latter's,"Paradise"
on the east wall of the Grand Council Room is the largest oil painting in
the world: about twenty times as big as Freebornetti's painting of the staff!

Like mediaeval prisoners we crossed the Bridge of Sighs which, as every
schoolboy knows, owes its origin to Hertford College, Oxford, and its name
to the groans emitted by inetriated undergraduztes on their way to visit
the Dean. We inspected the tiny cells. A gleam came into ¥r Showell's
eye.,

Back in St Mark's Square we listened to the guide expatiating upon the
apotheosis of Venetian culture. With an eloquent sweep of the arm he
encompassed a thousand years of history stretching back teyond the three
Renaissance palaces, the Bell Tower, the "Moors" who strike the hours on
a bell..... BANG! The pigeons rose. A young native of rural Berkshire
was playing cowboys.

Ne quietly followed the patient guide into St Mark's church. Again

there was the Eyzantine influence, a reminder of the monopoly of trade
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with the East enjoyed by Venlce for five hundred years. There was inter-
esting information about the origin of the red, green and white marble of
the columns; there was the miraculous crucifix, the golden rerecdos, the

mosaics, the precious icon - there was alimit to one's mental and physical

resources. Aching feet, the heat, the rain outside,suddenly impinging
upon bloated senses,brought us back to reality.

The conducted tour was concluded by a visit to a glass factory, where
we saw animals and beads fashioned from glass rods under high temperatures.

Then we wandered at will, looking, buying, snapping. Thompson sampled

several gultars, but was too discriminating to purchase any, even though
a "whip round" had supplied him with sufficient lire.

Before returning to the coach, some of us(romantic fools) took to the i
water in a gondola and enjoyed the stimulating, if not salubrious, ride. by
We admired the skill of the gondolier as he manoeuvred his beautiful craft \
through the narrowest canals, and tried to ignore the''obnoxious effluvia.”

Once we had entered the Grand Canal, navigation was complicated by wash
from motor boats. However, Mr Freeborn was busy with the cine camera.

And so we left thls fabulous city and settled down for the long coach
ride back to Cattolica. Before we began nodding, we sang. Helena, our
hostess, sang in her deep, soothing voice some German songs, including

Brahm's Cradle Song. We replied with such Anglican felicities as, "Ten

Green Bottles."









SAN  MARINO

This was a short visit on Saturday afternoon, and one thoroughly
enjoyed by everyone who went. The claim that it 1s, "The oldes" and
smallest republic in the world," leads you to expec! something really
interesting, and you are not disappointed.

Perched on the top of Mt. Titanus, 2,500 ft up, with its three towers
clear against the sky, San Marino looks like something from a child's
plcture book, and the impression remains as you enter the narrow switch
back streets. The I4,000 inhabitants have no army to protect them,little
income tax to pay, and an empty prison. The revenue comes largely fron
their famous stamps, printed every two months, and from the tourist trade;

two million visitors are expected this season.

We were taken to the cathedral, which was built during the last century
in a neo classical style. Qutside was a notice: "No admittage to the
people who 1s not dressed decently," a surprising lapse for a country so
intent upon tourism. Incorporated into the cathedral is the rock to whim
Marino and Leo came in %01 A.D. to escape persecution. In the rock are
cut two recesses, their beds, and over Leo's is a water channel which pre-
vented the rain from dripping upon him as he lay. The gulide, who seemed
to be enjoying himself immensely, leaped dramatically up into Marino's bed
to show us that it really was big enough for a grown man.

The Government Palace is also a new building, although nearby are two

mediaeval towers with neither foundations nor cement. ‘e entered the
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"fLORENCE

The Journey by coach was qulte different from that to 7enice as we had
to encounter the Apennines, and this gave us a chance to admire not only
the driver's skill as he swung the long coach round dozens of hair-pin
bends, but also the fine scenery, especially when we stopped 2%t a moun-
taln cafe. Unfortunately there wasn't time to stop at the Chianti fac-
tory.

Florence, once the capital of Italy, remains the centre of art. Ve
were reminded of this when we stopped for our first view. #rom the sguare
named after Michelangelo we looked down upon the city, but did not miss
the opportunity to study the great sculptor's, "David," which stands in
the centre of the square. The cameras clicked.

The first building we visited was the I3th century church of 3anta Croce
which contains frescoes by Giotto and a monument to Yachiavelli with an
inscription which says that he left a famous name but nothing of wortn.

We looked 2t the Ponte Vecchio, the bridge lined by shops and houses, and
then settled down to another packed lunch.

Our pilgrimage to the Uffizi gallery enabled us to see a few of the
hundreds of paintings and sculptures there. The heat again began to tell,
("It's worse than Venice...") as we trooped round gleaning information
about Flemish tapestries, Sienese and Tuscan painters, Renaissance sculp-
ture or Roman sarcophagi. Here was Leonardo's, "Annunciation," Bronzino's
"Medici Princess," Michelangelo's, "Holy Family"......

Outside again in the square we saw, "David," once more. Again the cam-

eras clicked. Then we learned that this was the second copy that some
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of our keener culture chasers had photographed, and that the original was

in the Academy Gallery, which was not included in our itinerary.

We made our way to the Cathedral. As we turned the corner we were cone
fronted by a huge bullding, in colour; quite unlike anything we had seen
vefore. The exterior, with its inlaid coloured marble, was begun in the
thirteenth and finished in the nineteenth century. The bell tower is by
Giotto and the great dome by Brunelleschi. Inside it is difficult at first
to see anything after the glaring sunshine, but soon you are aware of the
spaciousness, the more marked in the absence of seats or pews. The first
two "windows" are opaque, giving the illusion of transparency by reflect-
ing the light from the other windows.

Before we left the cathedral we saw Michelangelo's, "Pieta," sculptured
when he was seventy five and left unfinished. The expression of pity on
the face of Nicodemus remains clearly in the memory; the transigent emotion
petrified for ever.

Opposite the cathedral is the Baptistry with the famous bronze doors of
Paradise, as Michelangelo described them. In ten panels Ghiberti and his
collaborators depicted well known scenes from the Old Testament.

ie were then free to wander round the city and take the opportunity to
buy raffiz or leather articles for which Florence is noted. Raffia beads
shining like silk,and vases, ash trays or cuff links made of leather sur=-
mounted by pottery, these were certainly unusual.

From priceless art treasures we returned to our coach, and an old

Woman begging.
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PUSIING OQUT TS BCAT

There were two gxcurslons,nhlch we enjoyed as s covplete group. On
sunda§ afternoon we went gailing. Unfortunately we couldn't all get
into one yacht, but the two trips were enjoyed nore tne less. Perhaps
there were a few souls aboard unduly perplexed by tne increcible mag-
nanimity of the teachers in providing this entert~inment,, and Strange
has little cause to thank them. It's 2n ill winc...... As the napless
pboy crouched over his bucket, Lovelock, with commendztle opportunism,
asked him to smile for a snap. ¥r Showell was vo*ted =23miral of the
Kon Tiki and presented with a bottle of Chianti.

In the evening we descended upon a cafe for a, 'convivial.' A4 4atles
under the trees we drank and sang, accompanied by Thompson orn nis new
guitar. The boys of St Birinus were extending tneir experience and
furthering their education. In coming to Italy were tzey not following
in the footsteps of the young nobles and gentlemen of the eighteenth
century, for whom the Grand Tour was a, 'must,'that is, 2n indispenszble
part of their education. And in sampling the loc2l bier were they not
emulating the example set by the most famous school in the world: except,

of course, that the Italion liquid was too innocuous to be acceptable to

any self respecting English tavern.
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Presto Ritorno
The journey home to England wes dlistlinguisned by an incident on tne train,
amusing in retrospect but serlous enough at the time to have us worried,
A keen eyed Itallan ticket collector found that one of the boys was over
age for a reduced fare and that there was thus only one boy under I4. He
demanded the money for a return fare for the Italian stage of the journey

and a fine of £7. "One beby - you pay at Milano," he insisted in his
black treacle voice.
With the thought of prison hanging like 2 cartoon caption over our heads ,

we were obliged to borrow the money from the affluent members

£ A .
of our party,

who will remain nameless. It was not until we were well on our #2y tc

Basle thet we realised that everyone from the travel agents onwards nzd erred.

Ve actually had one 'Baby' to spare, as far as reduced fares were concerned.

(At the time of going to press the matter is in the hands of our lawyer, ¥r.
Robinson.)

The weather through the Alps was clearer than on our outward journey.
Splashes of sunshine on the green mountain side caugnht some felled pines
looking like matchsticks. Higher up was the inevitable snow and cloud,
signs too of an avalanché. And then the lakes; they seem to have thought
of everything! There was talk of a school visit to Switzerland.

As we passed through France we seemed to be leaving the sun behind.
England seemed that bit nearer. Gold gave way to shades of green and

there were no workers to be seen with sickle in hand harvesting tne corn,

as we had seen in Italy. There was activity: at 6a.m. cows were being



YOUR_ITINERARY,
LONDON 70 SWITZERLAND

OUTWARD JOURNEY LONDON-BASTE: (TRAIN C.B.Y,) — s

You should arrive at Victoria Station at least 60 minutes prior to
departure time. Your train is for the Polkstone-Calais route (and
express train to Basle) and usually leaves from Platform 7 or 8 :
please check the platform number at the station and mske quite sure
that you wait at the correct place for the train, If necessery, &
queue will be formed facing the appropriate barrier,

Our Representatives wearing "SWISS TRAVEL SERVICE" badges will be
availeble close to the barrier if any information is required : our
couriers will also be availeble throughout the journey to the Swiss

frontier.

When the barrier is opened you should proceed immediztely to the
train and carriages reserved for "SWISS TRAVLL SERVICE",

You are responsible for your own baggage but porters are readily
availeble at stationa and ports en route., Registration of baggage can
be arranged at the Registration Office opposite Platform No.l not
later than one hour before departure, Clients proceeding to Italy are
advised NOT to register their baggage as considerable delay can be
experienced at Chiasso which might mean that you do not arrive at your

resort until a day later.

LONDON, VICTORTA .. e+« «o Dep. 1,00 p.m.
FOLI‘ESTONE HARBOUR. . ) X A.I'I‘. 2- 55 p.m.
FOLI(ESTOIIE H.A.R.BOUR- . LN oo Dep. 4. lo p.m.
CALAIS Iv’LARITIiE oo K] .o AI‘r. 5.40 Pelle

You should prepare to leave the steamer in good time. After
completion of Passport and Customs formelities please proceed immed-
jetely to your compertment, A restaurant car will NOT be available on
the train, but our courier is holding a group dinner voucher for all
passengers who have booked meals en route, who will be served with a

dinner tray in their compartments. The train will leave punctually at

6,24 p,m, and passengers are therefore strongly advised to be in their
seets well hefore that time,

- a % -

CAUJS M[RITIAH: L) e L] Depq 6.24 p.ml
BLSLE (SWISS STATION)ss o s Arr, 5,00 aem.

ALL PLSSENGERS CHANGE AT BASLE except those holding through
sleeper reservrtions, /fter pessing through customs proceed immed -
iately to the atntion restaurant for beeskfist (reserved tables will
be indicated), Psssengers in through sleepers or couchettes can take
beeekfest on the train after leaving Basle,

The time of your onward train from basle is shown on the attached
sheet, and you should be particulerly cereful to follow the courier's
instructions regarding the platform number, Please proceed to the
appropriate pletform at least 15 minutcs prior to departure time =
reserved compertments will be labelled "SWISS TR:VEL SERVICE",
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BASLE Deps 06,42 (6442 a.m.)
through train to Bologna

NOTE: No change at Milan will be necessary unless otherwise notified by our
courier or representatives at Basle,.

Restaurant car available

MILAN Arr: 12.40 (12,40 p.m,)

MILAN Dep: 13.05 (1.05 p.m.

BOLOGNA Arrs 15.43% (3.43 P.m.g
CHANGE TRAINS

BOLOGNA Dep: 16.15 €4.15 DT

RIMINI Arr: 18.22 (6.22 p.m.;

ALL CLIENTS FOR RIMINI, RICCIONE, CATTOLICA, GABICCE MARE AND PESARO DIS-~
EMBARK AT RIMINI STATION.

D S )

On arrival proceed to the platform exit and look for the SWISS TRAVEL SERVICE
Representative, who will arrange transport to the hotel, .

AccommoZation has been reserved in accordance with the details set out on the |
hotel voucher in your possession to be presented on arrival. NOTE: Please ask |
the hotel proprietor on the previous day to provide you with a packed lunch on

the day of departure. |

Details of the many exciting excursions available will be gladly supplied by
our Hostess who is Resident at the Hotel RITTER (Telephone 61649) Cattolica
from the 20th April. In her absence please contact our local agents, Viagsgi
Schillaci at any of their offices at the following addresses:

HEAD OFFICE GABICCE MARE, Viale C. Battisti - Tel.61364

CATTOLICA, 30 Viale Bovio - Tel,61233
RICCIONE, 73 Viale Dante = Tel.41580

HOMEWARD _ JOURNEY

As it may be necessary to reserve seats on an alternative service for the home-
ward journey, pleese confirm with our Resident Hostess or local agent during

" your stay the exact time df departure, = €T TV - owos - e " -
RIMINI _ Dep: 09.34 (9.34 &.m.)
through train to Milan Note: Buffet car only available
MILAN Arr: 14.21 (2,21 p.m.)
CHANGE _ TRAINS

MILAN “Dept 15,20 (3420 puma)
through train to Basle., Restaurant car available,

BASLE Arrs 21,33 (9.33 p.m.)

NOTE: We do not recommend the registration of buggage as considerable inconvenience
can be caused by the failure of the Italian Customs Authorities to release and

clear luggage on day of arrival,



YOUR ITINERARY

SWITZERLAND TO LONDON

DEPARTURE FROM BASLE STATION S.B.B.:
21.55 (9.55 p.m.)

HOMEWARD JOURNEY BASLE-LONDON

DINNER :—Passengers requiring this meal who have been unable to take it at the hotel before depariure or
on the train from their resort to Basle may do so at the station buffet-restaurant. However, dinner may also
be taken on the train immediately on departure, and any passengers who prefer this—whether in possession
of pre-paid meal vouchers or not—may book a seat by informing our couriers approximately an hour prior to
departure time (i.e. by about 9 p.m.) The train leaves at 9.55 p.m.

Your train leaves promptly at the time shown below and you should, therefore, be ready to pass through
French Customs by about 21.00 (9 p.m.) in order to take your seats on the train in good time. Our uniformed
Representative will be available between 8.30 p.m.—9.30 p.m., close to the entrance to the Ist-class buffet-
restaurant on Platform 1.

If any reservations have not been received please contact our courier or representative on the platform
of departure.

Breakfast on train : passengers who have booked in advance will be contacted by our courier on the train
and given a sitting ticket. Service of this meal will commence at 6 a.m. approx. Other clients requiring
breakfast should approach our courier as early as possible after 6 a.m. Please note that you will be refused
admission to the restaurant car unless you hold the appropriate sitting ticket, obtainable from the courier.

BASLE S.B.B. .. s 4 .. Dep. 21.55 (9.55 p.m.)
BOULOGNE MARITIME .. . .. Arr.07.58 (7.58 a.m.)
BOULOGNE MARITIME .. . .. Dep. 08.30 (8.30 a.m.)*
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